A time of grand corruption?
How the rule-of-law crisis and pandemic are ruining public life.
9-10 December 2020

Krisztina Arató
Krisztina Arató is full professor and director at ELTE University, Faculty
of Law, Institute of Political Science in Budapest. She studied history
at ELTE University in Budapest and political science at the Victoria
University of Manchester, England. She wrote her Ph.D dissertation on
the social dialogue system of the EU at Corvinus University, Budapest.
She is currently the president of the Hungarian Political Science
Association. She is also a member of the board at Transparency
International, Hungary. Her research interests are history and theory of
European integration, and civil and social dialogue. She authored and edited texbooks
about the European Union (The Voyage of Europe with Boglárka Koller, in Hungarian, the
Political System of the European Union, co-edited with Boglárka Koller) and recently
contributed to the volume The European Parliament Election of 2019 in East-Central
Europe. Second-Order Euroscepticism, edited by Hloušek, Vit, Kaniok, Petr (Palgrave
Macmillan, 2020) on the Hungarian case.
Aleksandra Karasińska
Journalist and manager working in legacy and digital media. She has 20
years of experience in polish and international media; Newsweek, Forbes
Women, TVN24, Polsat, Radio Zet, RWE. She has been trained and
cooperated with CNN International for over 2 years, and worked as a
consultant in Ukrainian tv and online media. Teaches digital journalism on
SWPS University of Social Science.

Grzegorz Makowski
Holds PhD in sociology, senior expert of ideaForum and former director
of the Public Integrity Program at the Stefan Batory Foundation,
assistant professor at the Warsaw School of Economics. Between 2003
and 2013 senior analyst and head of the Civil Society Program at the
Institute of Public Affairs. For years engaged in many academic
research and non-governmental advocacy projects related to anticorruption policies, and civil society development. Since 2012 also
involved in various research and advocacy activities focused on
strengthening whistleblowers’ protection in Poland and Europe. Initiator
and co-author of the Polish citizens’ bill on whistleblowers’ protection
(http://www.sygnalista.pl/projekt-ustawy/). Cooperates closely with Transparency
International on advocacy for the EU directive on whistleblowers. Author and editor of
number of articles, research reports and books on civil society, good governance and
corruption and whistleblowers, among others: “The Act on Whistleblower Protection – the
need for and the prospects of its introduction in Poland”(Stefan Batory Foundation,
2016), “From Weber to the web… can ICT reduce bureaucratic corruption?” (Springer,
2017), “Law Regarding Civil Society in Poland (Cambridge Univ. Press, 2017); “Diffusion
of corruption in Poland” (Ashgate, 2012).

Alina Mungiu-Pippidi
Alina Mungiu-Pippidi (Twitter: @MungiuPippidi) is Professor of
Democracy Studies at the Hertie School in Berlin and Director of
the European Research Centre for Anti-Corruption and StateBuilding - ERCAS (againstcorruption.eu). She is the author
of A Quest for Good Governance. How Societies Build Control of
Corruption (2015) and of Europe’s Burden. Promoting Good
Governance across Borders (2019), both with Cambridge
University Press. Mungiu-Pippidi has consulted for the World Bank,
UNDP, the International Monetary Fund, the European Parliament,
the Swedish Government, and others. Her research projects have resulted in commons
like integrity-index.org, europam.eu, and opentender.eu. She is also the President of the
Romanian Academic Society - SAR and founder of the social media watchdog platform
Clean Romania! (romaniacurata.ro).
David Ondráčka
David Ondráčka is a member of the Global Board of Directors
of Transparency International, and was director of Czech chapter
of Transparency International for the last 13 years. He is an
international consultant on anti-corruption legislation, policy design
and governance with 15 years of professional experience in the field
of public investments and procurement reforms. He is on the board of
the Association of Developers, the board of the Public Procurement
Journal and served on the board of the Czech Cinematography Fund.
David has a degree in politics and economics from the Central European University
in Budapest and was a Fulbright Scholar at Columbia University in New York in 2013.
Nikos Passas
Nikos Passas is Professor of Criminology and Criminal Justice at
Northeastern University. His degrees are from the Universities of
Athens, Paris-II and Edinburgh. He is also Distinguished Visiting
Professor at Beijing Normal University; Distinguished Practitioner
in Financial Integrity at Case Western Reserve Law School,
Chair of the Academic Council of the Anti-Corruption Academy in
India, and member of the Advisory Board of the Centre for Crime,
Justice and Policing at the University of Birmingham.
He is fluent in 6 languages and has more than 240 publications on corruption, good
governance, illicit financial/trade flows, sanctions, informal fund transfers, remittances,
terrorism, and financial regulation. His main current project, supported by the Natl Science
Foundation, focuses on the detection and disruption of illicit and falsified medicinal
products. He consults with law firms, financial institutions and various organizations,
including the UN, EU, OECD, OSCE, IMF, the World Bank, research institutions and
government agencies in all continents. He serves on the Board of Directors of Compliance
and Capacity Skills International in New York, the Advisory Board of the Global Risk
Profile in Geneva, the International Panel of Advisors at the Institute for Australia India
Engagement in Brisbane and as Co-Chair of the Steering Committee of the University of
Geneva Anti-Corruption Academy (GENACA).

Ionuţ Sibian
Ionuț Sibian is the executive director of the Civil Society Development
Foundation (FDSC), one of the most influential NGOs in Romania. After
Romania’s accession to the European Union in 2007, Ionuț Sibian was
elected to represent the Romanian NGOs in the European Economic
and Social Committee (EESC). His previous experience includes:
President of the Romanian Federation of Development NGOs (FOND),
Board member of the German Marshall Fund programme - Black Sea
Trust and member of various Boards of Romanian and European
organisations. Currently, he serves as a member of the Orange
Foundation Board.
Marcin Walecki
Dr Marcin Walecki has since October 2020 been a new Director of
EUROPAEUM, an association of Europe’s leading universities founded in
1992 by Oxford University. A Polish national, he has over 25 years of
democracy support and governance experience working in more than 50
countries around the world. Before joining EUROPAEUM he was a Head
of Democratization Department of the Office for Democratic Institutions
and Human Rights OSCE/ODIHR (www.osce.org/odihr), one of the
world’s principal regional human rights bodies. He was also the first Executive Director of
the European Partnership for Democracy (www.epd.eu), a not-for-profit organisation with
a global remit to support democracy, that brings together a network of leading European
organisations specialising in the different parts of a democratic system. From 2004 to 2009
he was a Senior Adviser for Political Finance for IFES (www.ifes.org), responsible for
designing and implementing programs to combat political corruption, securing electoral
integrity, and regulating political finance. Marcin holds degrees from the Department
of Law and Administration at the University of Warsaw (MA in Law Hons, Class I) and
Oxford University (DPhil from St Antony's College). He is a former Max Weber Fellow at
the European University Institute in Florence and a Senior Associate Member of St.
Antony's College. As an academic, he has a strong interest in democratic governance, rule
of law, political parties, elections, and political corruption.
Janine R. Wedel
Dr Janine R. Wedel Janine R. Wedel (Twitter a@janinewedel), is an awardwinning author, social anthropologist, and University Professor in the Schar
School of Policy and Government at George Mason University (also Fellow
at the Hertie School of Governance in Berlin). She writes about corruption,
governance, elites, and informal networks and for nearly four decades has
conducted field research on both sides of the Atlantic, focusing on Central
and Eastern Europe and the United States.
Her most recent book, Unaccountable: How the Establishment Corrupted Our Finances,
Freedom, and Politics and Created an Outsider Class (paperback & kindle editions 2016),
was named in Bloomberg’s survey of 2014 favorite reads. Other prizewinning books include
Shadow Elite: How the World’s New Power Brokers Undermine Democracy, Government,
and the Free Market (2009); and Collision and Collusion: The Strange Case of Western Aid
to Eastern Europe (2001).
A public intellectual, she has contributed analysis pieces to more than a dozen major outlets,
including the Financial Times, New York Times, Washington Post, USA Today, and the Wall
Street Journal Europe, and her work has been reviewed or translated into more than a dozen
languages. A five-time Fulbright fellow, she has also won the Grawemeyer Award for Ideas
Improving World Order, as well as major awards from the National Science Foundation,

MacArthur Foundation, and Institute for New Economic Thinking, among many
others. Wedel is co-founder and past president of the Association for the Anthropology of
Policy (ASAP), a section of the American Anthropological Association.

